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	Independent Living Unit

	
	Assessment Activity

	
	Rental Agreement Lingo



	Lingo
	Rewrite

	1. The tenant hereby promises to pay to said landlord, landlord’s representatives and assigns as rental for said premises the sum of $750 dollars in lawful money of the United States, due on the first day of each month, late on the 6th.  A $25 late fee will be assessed on the 6th.


	Your rent is due in U.S. dollars in the landlord’s office by the first of the month.  If you don’t pay by the 5th, you will be charged a $25 late fee.

Note:  Late rental payments will also affect an individual’s long-term credit history.

	2. The tenant accepts said premises in its present conditions and agrees to keep said premises in a good, clean condition to make no alterations or additions to the same; to commit no waste thereon; to obey all laws and ordinances affecting said premises; to replace all glass broken or cracked; to repay the landlord the cost of all repairs made necessary by the negligent or careless use of said premises; and, to surrender the premises at the termination hereof in like conditions as when taken, normal wear and tear resulting from ordinary use of the premises excepted.
	You’re accepting the apartment as-is, so if there’s any problems speak up now.  Once you move in, you must keep the apartment clean and in good condition.  “Normal wear and tear” refers to the affect of reasonable daily living on the apartment.  If you live in a unit for a year, you might expect the mini blinds to be dirty and the carpet to need deep cleaning.  However, you would not expect broken windows, major carpet stains, or holes in the walls.  These are not considered normal wear and tear.  In such cases, you’re liable for the damage.

	3. The tenant shall not unreasonably withhold consent to the landlord to enter into the dwelling unit in order to inspect the premises, make necessary or agreed upon repairs, alterations, or improvements, supply necessary or agreed services, or exhibit the dwelling unit to prospective or actual purchasers, tenants, workmen or contractors.
	You must allow the landlord to enter your apartment for inspections, repairs, or showings.  The landlord normally must provide a two-day written notice to enter, except in the case of emergencies or abandonment.

	4. The tenant further covenants that tenant will not allow anyone to share said premises, keep roomers or boarders, nor assign, sublet, or transfer said premises or any part thereof without the landlord’s consent endorsed in writing hereon.


	Only the individuals listed on the rental agreement may stay in the apartment on an extended basis.  You cannot add roommates or rent out part of the unit without formally adding their names to the agreement.  

Note:  Most rental agreements allow houseguests to stay from 5 to 7 days without formally adding their names to the agreement.

	5. Tenant agrees to give landlord written notice 20 days or more preceding the end of any month or rental period of intention to terminate.


	You must give your landlord a written notice stating your intent to move out.  If your rental period is month-to-month, you must give notice 20 days before the end of the month (e.g., by January 11 if you intend to move out by January 31).

	6. Within 14 days after the termination of the rental agreement and vacation of the premises the landlord shall give a full and specific statement of the basis for retaining any of the damage/security deposit together with the payment of any refund due the tenant under the terms and conditions of the rental agreement.


	When you move out of your unit, your landlord will inspect the unit for damages.  At that time, the landlord will complete a report outlining any damages you are liable for.  These damages will be subtracted from your damage or security deposit refund amount.  This report will be sent to you within 14 days, along with the adjusted refund amount.

	7. Landlord does not provide insurance for tenant’s personal property, and therefore, strongly suggests tenant obtain renter’s insurance.


	The landlord is responsible for insurance of the structural building.  If your apartment building catches on fire or collapses, the landlord is responsible for damage to the unit.  However, the landlord is not responsible for your personal property such as furniture, housewares, and clothing.  As a result, every tenant should invest in renter’s insurance to cover the loss of personal property.

	8. No tenant may make or permit any disturbing noises by tenant, tenant’s family or friends.  No tenant shall play or operate any musical instrument, radio or television set, or allow to be played or operated between the hours of 10 p.m. and 8 a.m.  Loud playing of radio, television set or other musical instrument is discouraged at any hour.  Any boisterous conduct or other actions which will disturb the peace and quiet of the premises are absolutely prohibited.
	Remember:  You’re living in apartments with very thin walls.  If you can hear music, TV, or voices outside your apartment, it’s too loud.  Boisterous conduct includes loud parties, loud quarreling, and loud cars.  This type of behavior can lead to eviction.  If you are evicted from an apartment, the eviction stays on your credit history, and makes renting a new apartment much more difficult.
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