DATE

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Each year, American households face increasingly complicated financial products and are asked to shoulder greater responsibility for their own financial well-being in the present and the future. There are very few easy decisions left in the financial education choices most of us face.  For our youth, the choices seem even more daunting.

Personal finance is all about making decisions. This course gives students a consistent framework for thinking through financial choices in order to improve their well-being. Decisions require action. Students who take charge of their finances are better prepared to invest in themselves and cope with the financial ups and downs that life will bring.  
__(child’s name)______ is/has taken the first step in preparing for ___his/her____ financial future by enrolling in _____(course name)_______.   This course emphasizes essential concepts and skills required to develop financial capability and create high well-being including:
· Personal goals and values are the foundation of personal finance

· Invest in yourself (human capital)

· There is an ongoing association between your present-self and your future self

· The value of money changes over time

· Compound interest makes savings work for you, and borrowing work against you
· Opportunity costs and tradeoffs are inherent in every decision you make
· Risk and return are inherent in financial investing

· Take steps to protect yourself from the unexpected (fraud, insurance, etc.)

· Know what you look like on paper (credit report, spending plan, etc)

I primarily use the Take Charge Today curriculum developed by The University of Arizona.  This is a research-based curriculum, relying on current research to design lesson plans and instructional materials that empower youth to make better financial choices. 
Throughout the course, students will learn through scenarios, technology, outreach projects and ongoing dialogue in and outside of the classroom. They will complete numerous projects that require them to apply what they are learning to their present and future financial life.

If you have questions please feel free to contact me at (telephone number).
Sincerely,

Name

Discipline
